Clinical data repositories: an overview.
Clinical data repositories are becoming mandatory for patient care providers so that the information demands of regulatory and reimbursement entities can be fulfilled. Clinicians who lack experience in the world of information technology are often the driving force behind the purchase of a clinical data repository. This document is intended to provide an understanding of data systems and data utility for those who must combine clinical and financial information to create the best possible patient care delivery system in accordance with stringent financial and regulatory guidelines.